IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A compound construct e d by N (N i s a n i nt e ger of 2 or 
more) k i nds of pha se s conta i ning composition comprising an inorganic compound 
continuous phase and a discontinuous phase, and comprising at least one kind of 
element selected from a the group consisting of Co, Ti, V, Cr, Mn, Fe, Ni, Sl^-Pbr and 
Bi a nd A l , wh e r ei n at l oast one k i nd (N 1 ) to k i nds among s a i d N kinds of phos o s aro 
continuous ph a s e s, and the othor phases are discont i nuou s phasos . 

2. (Currently Amended) A compound The composition according to Claim 1, 
wherein a refractive index of the compound composition changes in accordance with 
an incident light when the incident light in accordance with n = n n + n?! enters, a«d 
assuming th a t wherein n is an absolute value of an observed refractive index, nin is 
the refractive index fe-RQ at a tim e when no incident light e nt e rs and an has entered, I 
is the intensity of the incident Iight4s4, and a n a bsolut e valuo n of th e refr a ct i v e i n de x 
to b e obs e rv e d i s r e pr e s e nted by n - n Q--M^ 2l, a value of n2 lies in a range ef from 
greater than 1.0x1 0"^ fm^/W 4 (m^/W) to less than 1.0x10"^ m^/W). 

3. (Currently Amended) A compound The composition according to Claim 2, 
wherein the refractive index changes in a range of greater than 2.50 x 10"^ seconds 
to less than 3.50 x 10''' seconds after the incident light enters, and the refractive 
index returns to an originally set refractive Index within a time interval in a range of 
greater than 2.5 x 10"^ to less than 1 .0 x 10'^ after eliminating the incident light. 

4. (Currently Amended) A compound The composition according to Claim 1 , 
fuf=the^ -wherein the composition comprises a mixture of oxides comprising a n oxid e 
ee ntain i ng a Co oxid o of 60 to 95 weight % as conv e rt e d i nto a n oxi de of CoO and at 
least one kind o f oxide comprising an element selected from a-the group consisting 
of Si. Ti , A l , Pb and Bi as a r e maining part . 
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5. (New) The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the composition 
comprises a plurality of discontinuous phases. 

6. (New) The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the inorganic 
compound continuous phase comprises an oxide. 

7. (New) The composition according to Claim 6, wherein the oxide comprises 
at least one compound selected from the group consisting of Si02. Ti02 and Al 2O3. 

8. (New) The composition according to Claim 7, wherein the discontinuous 
phase comprises CoO. 

9. (New) The composition according to Claim 6, wherein the discontinuous 
phase comprises CoO. 

10. (New) The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the inorganic 
compound continuous phase comprises a glass. 

1 1 . (New) The composition according to Claim 10, wherein the discontinuous 
phase comprises CoO. 
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